
 

 

CITY OF SHOREVIEW 
MINUTES 

SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
July 11, 2011 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, a regular meeting of the Shoreview City Council 
was called to order by Mayor Martin on July 11, 2011, at 7:00 p.m. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
The meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag. 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
The following members were present:  Mayor Martin; Councilmembers Huffman, 
Quigley, and Wickstrom.  
 
Councilmember Withhart was absent. 
 
VIKINGS STADIUM  
 
Mayor Martin stated that the Council has received many messages from residents asking 
the Council to oppose the proposed Vikings Stadium on the arsenal property.  Mayor 
Coleman of St. Paul has sent a sample resolution in opposition for action by the Council.  
The resolution basically opposes the proposed funding.  There are still many questions 
about land use.  Mayor Martin stated that she opposes the ½ cent sales tax to raise money 
for the stadium. 
 
Councilmember Huffman noted that in February 2011, the Council sent a letter asking for 
information about traffic, noise, crime, and environmental concerns that would result 
from a Vikings stadium on the TCAAP site.  The Council is still waiting for a response.  
The resolution being acted upon at this meeting is similar to the St. Paul resolution 
opposing the ½ cent sales tax and putting Ramsey County businesses at a disadvantage 
compared to Anoka and other counties.   
 
Councilmember Wickstrom stated that she would like to see the resolution go further 
because of the opposition to the stadium that she has heard from residents.  The public 
and economic benefits of a stadium are very much exaggerated.  Her concern is quality of 
life in Shoreview, especially in the northern part of the City.  One reason for support is 
because people see the property as a blight, but she believes the stadium would be trading 
one problem for another.  Ramsey County has not answered the questions the City posed 
in February and continues to send out propaganda with information that is not the whole 
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truth.  Regarding the addition of jobs, most jobs will be part-time, such as parking lot 
attendants and concessions.  These are not living wage jobs.  The economic benefits are 
exaggerated.  She is concerned that for the last five community surveys Shoreview has 
had the highest rating in the metro area, and she takes great pride in making Shoreview a 
wonderful place to live.   
 
Mayor Martin stated that Ramsey County Commissioner Tony Bennett was invited to this 
meeting but was unable to be here.  Until the budget crisis is resolved, there cannot be a 
discussion about the stadium.  One factor that influenced her is the comparison to what 
happened in Hennepin County with the Target Center.  A portion of the sales tax was also 
dedicated to parks and trails. The tax proposed in Ramsey County would be more than 
three times higher than what was done in Hennepin County and only funding for a 
stadium.  It is her hope that if the project moves forward, another funding mechanism can 
be found for the cost to be shared across the whole state, not just Ramsey County 
residents.   
 
Mayor Martin opened the discussion to public comment. 
 
Mr. Tim Kulas, Serene Court, stated that the stadium would benefit the Vikings, but he 
does not know why local residents have to pay for that.  The benefit is primarily for the 
state and region, not Shoreview and Ramsey County.  The stadium will have a 
detrimental effect on Shoreview, and it will cost more money to maintain roads.  
Hennepin County has the Mall of America, Ridgedale, Southdale, the airport.  The tax 
base is not close in comparison with Ramsey County.  The huge amount of tailgating will 
bring alcohol pain and sorrow.  There will be no bartenders to cut people off.  After 
drinking, people will drive through neighborhoods on their way home.  He does not want 
to pay for the effects of that.   
 
Mr. Joan Bettinger, northern Shoreview, stated that he is very opposed to building a 
stadium in Arden Hills, which will impact his neighborhood with drive-through traffic.  
Not only will there be 12 to 14 games, other uses will be found. Restaurants are packed 
during games and events, but there will not be enough business in this area to support 
every one of them.  He does not want his taxes to pay for this.  There is no agreement on 
the state budget, and the last thing needed is another thing to pay for.   
 
Mr. Curt Proud, 4617 Laurel Lane, stated that he cannot think of a better project for 
Ramsey County to show leadership.  The County needs to be a key player in all aspects 
and use of the arsenal property.  The form of deed is not mentioned.  The conveyance 
documents need to be seen in advance to know contractual commitments and institutional 
controls.  What are the rules to own and operate this land?  There could be reservations 
and/or exceptions to the deed.  The site is polluted and is never clean.  There are 
unspecified industrial criteria.  Who defines that?  What are the cleanup standards?  On 
page 4, next to last paragraph, the Army agrees to indemnify the County and people for a 
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virtual blank check.  Disclosures need to be remedied.  Indemnifying us for any 
contaminants that may have existed at the time of conveyance so public only responsible 
for what public does on that land.   
 
Mrs. Beverly Proud, 4617 Laurel Lane, stated that she has always enjoyed living in the 
progressive community of Shoreview.  She would never have moved here if a Vikings 
Stadium were here.   
 
Mr. Henry Snyder, 5589 Albert Street, stated that this project lacks transparency.  He 
has only seen a small map with no details.  He opposes access to County Road I, which 
has not been mentioned.  There has been no planning for public review.  It is not right for 
residents to not have the ability to see what is being planned.  The Met Stadium lasted 25 
years; the Dome lasted 27 years.  When this stadium goes away, there will be a large area 
of mini-malls and restaurants that cannot be supported.  The proposed building site is an 
important birding area.  No environmental impact statement has been done for Rice 
Creek.  The tax increase is designed to pay for a 3% ridership loss in light rail to the 
Dome.  It makes no sense to relocate the stadium.  The Dome in Minneapolis has the 
infrastructure and roads.  Everything he enjoys about living in Shoreview is opposite to 
what a stadium would be.  He thanked Councilmembers for their responses to emails.  He 
did not receive any response from Councilmembers in Arden Hills. 
 
Mr. Jim Sogla, 897 Shirley Lane, stated that he agrees with all previous citizens who 
have spoken.   
 
Mayor Martin read Resolution No. 11-40: 
 
WHEREAS, the Shoreview City Council recognizes the social and economic value of the 
Minnesota Vikings Football team to the State of Minnesota; and, 
 
WHEREAS, to preserve the Minnesota Vikings as a valuable State amenity, the 
Shoreview City Council understands the desire to find a solution to the Vikings’ stated 
interest in developing a new stadium; and, 
 
WHEREAS, a proposal has been put forth by the Minnesota Vikings and the Ramsey 
County Board of Commissioners to construct a new stadium in Arden Hills on the site of 
the former Twin Cities Army Ammunitions Plant (TCAAP); and,  
 
WHEREAS, to finance the construction of this facility, the Ramsey County Board has 
proposed the imposition of a half cent sales tax collected in Ramsey County in an amount 
sufficient to generate $350 million; and,  
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WHEREAS, it is unfair and inequitable for the residents and businesses of Shoreview and 
Ramsey County to be asked to bear a disproportionate financial burden for the 
construction of a State and regional amenity; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Shoreview City Council opposes the 
imposition of a half cent sales tax in Ramsey County to support the construction of a 
Vikings stadium in Arden Hills; and  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Shoreview City Council encourages the 
Governor, the Legislature, the Ramsey County Board, the Minnesota Vikings and other 
interested parties to consider options for constructing a stadium using a fair and equitable 
financing plan that recognizes the Vikings as a statewide asset. 
 
MOTION: by Councilmember Wickstrom, seconded by Councilmember Huffman to 

approve Resolution No. 11-40 opposing a proposed half cent sales tax to 
support the construction of a Vikings stadium. 

 
Discussion: 
 
Councilmember Huffman noted upcoming meetings on this issue.  Representative Kate 
Knuth will hold a meeting at the Ramsey County Public Works facility on Wednesday, 
July 13, 2011, from 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.  There will be another meeting in Arden Hills 
on August 4th.  That meeting time has not been determined. 
 
Councilmember Wickstrom noted that the Wednesday meeting will be on two topics–the 
Vikings stadium and the budget crisis.   
 
Councilmember Quigley stated that he has not seen any indication that a majority of the 
Ramsey County Board of Commissioners support this project.  Mayor Martin responded 
that early in February, the County Board passed a resolution to support research and 
negotiations.  That passed 6 to 1.   
 
Mayor Martin stated that the reason for the Council to take this action is that they will be 
unable to vote in the actual decision.  
 
Councilmember Wickstrom added that this is a lobbying effort to the County and 
legislature where the decision will be made.  The legislature could vote to pass a bill to 
make the process non-public on the tax.  Ramsey County is the only charter county in the 
State, and citizens are allowed to vote.  In many counties that is not the case.   
 
ROLL CALL:  Ayes: Huffman, Quigley, Wickstrom, Martin 

Nays: None 
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ADJOURNMENT 
 
MOTION: by Councilmember Quigley, seconded by Councilmember Huffman to 

adjourn the special Council meeting at 7:35 p.m. 
 
VOTE:   Ayes - 4  Nays - 0 
 
Mayor Martin declared the meeting adjourned. 
 
THESE MINUTES APPROVED BY COUNCIL ON THE 1ST DAY OF AUGUST, 
2011. 
 
 
__________________________ 
Terry C. Schwerm 
City Manager 


